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The Inner Basin pipeline, infrastruc-
ture that delivers water to Flagstaff,
was severed during catastrophic floods
that followed the fire. In our case, a
lawsuit wasn’t necessary, but it took
my team and the city over a year to
persuade multiple agencies to allow for
repairs. Last month, I took the first sip
of water out of the repaired infrastruc-
ture with Mayor Jerry Nabours.

Our communities shouldn’t need
their Congressman or a lawsuit to
make basic repairs to infrastructure.
The Federal Government should work
with us, not against us, to preserve
western water supplies.

FISCAL CLIFF

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, our
country faces a critical financial dead-
line in just 19 days. While Democrats
are offering solutions to raise revenue
and cut government spending, the
House Republican leadership still re-
fuses to take action on something we
all agree on—extending middle class
tax cuts.

We need to give middle class families
in my home State of Rhode Island and
across our Nation the certainty that
they will not see a tax increase at a
time when they can least afford it. I've
heard from hundreds of Rhode Island-
ers who want to know why we don’t
have a deal already. I've heard from
seniors who want us to protect Social
Security, working parents who want us
to extend tax cuts for the middle class,
and those still struggling to find work
who rely on unemployment insurance
to make ends meet.

It’s time for the Republican leader-
ship to work across the aisle to reach a
deal that strengthens the middle class
and responsibly addresses our debt.

———

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT AND
THE LESSER PRAIRIE CHICKEN

(Mr. POMPEO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POMPEO. Today, I rise to talk
about a bird, the Lesser Prairie Chick-
en. Actually, it’s not about the bird;
it’s about jobs. I happen to represent
Cassoday, Kansas, the American cap-
ital of the Lesser Prairie Chicken.

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy and this administration are about to
do great harm to the bird but, more
importantly, present great risk to en-
ergy exploration all across America.
They want to put the Lesser Prairie
Chicken under the Endangered Species
Act. The impact of this decision will be
enormous on our burgeoning domestic
energy industry. Millions of public
acres could be closed to exploration,
and a labyrinth of bureaucratic night-
mares awaits any investor foolish
enough to explore land that might be
home to even one Lesser Prairie Chick-
en. The uncertainty that listing this
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bird would create will discourage in-
vestments where they are most needed
in our country.

It’s time to find a practical, realistic
solution to protect our environment
and spur economic growth, but manip-
ulating the Endangered Species Act
and exploiting the Lesser Prairie
Chicken is simply wrong.

——————

INQUIRY INTO THE MURDER OF
PATRICK FINUCANE

(Mr. NEAL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, hours ago,
British Prime Minister David Cameron
told the House of Commons that a re-
port he commissioned acknowledged
there was a ‘‘shocking level of state
collusion’ into the murder of Attorney
Patrick Finucane in Belfast in 1989.

I appreciate Prime Minister Cam-
eron’s recognition that the agents of
the British state were involved in the
murder of Pat Finucane and his apol-
ogy to the family, but I will continue
to be a strong and outspoken advocate
for a full, open, and transparent public
inquiry into the case of British collu-
sion in the murder of Pat Finucane. It
is the only way to get to the truth and
the only way we can convince the pub-
lic that one of the most controversial
murders during the Troubles has been
thoroughly investigated.

I have known Geraldine Finucane
and her family for more than two dec-
ades. Their campaign for justice and
truth has been honorable and remark-
able. The Kkilling of Patrick Finucane
was a dark stain in the north of Ire-
land, which has not gone away by to-
day’s report. The British Government
agreed to conduct a full inquiry into
the murder at Weston Park, and they
should honor that commitment, as
Prime Minister Enda Kenny of Ireland
has suggested today as well.

As we’ve seen many times before dur-
ing the Irish peace process, whether it
was the Birmingham Six, the Guildford
Four, or Bloody Sunday, the truth
eventually emerges. Pat Finucane’s
family deserves to know the whole
truth. That is why we will continue to
demand that the British Government
hold a full public inquiry into the mur-
der of Patrick Finucane.

———

STOP FOREIGN AID TO TUNISIA

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
was the 3-month anniversary of the
terrorist attack in Benghazi, Libya,
where four Americans’ lives were trag-
ically lost, including U.S. Ambassador
Chris Stevens. To date, none of the ter-
rorists have been brought to justice. In
fact, in the months following the at-
tack, the Tunisian Government
blocked the FBI from interviewing the
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only known detained suspect in the at-
tack, a Tunisian man named Ali Harzi.
The FBI team has been there for 5
weeks, and they will not make him
available.

Since January 2011, the U.S. has
given more than $320 million in tax-
payer dollars to Tunisia. I rise to ask
that all U.S. aid to Tunisia be imme-
diately cut off, in light of the country’s
blocking the FBI's attempt to inves-
tigate the attack and interview Harzi.

Why are we giving any sort of aid to
a country that has proven at this time
it is no friend or ally of the United
States? Why are we not doing every-
thing in our power to investigate the
events in Benghazi that killed four
Americans?

Should Secretary Clinton fail to cut
off aid to Tunisia, I will take legisla-
tive action to cut off the aid.

RECOGNIZING JEH JOHNSON, GEN-
ERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF THE DEFENSE

(Mr. SMITH of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Washington. I rise
today to recognize the outstanding
service of Jeh Johnson, general counsel
of the Department of Defense.

In navigating a wide range of impor-
tant legal issues, Jeh has been an in-
valuable partner to the House Armed
Services Committee over the last 4
years, and he is respected by Members
on both sides of the aisle. Over the last
4 years, Jeh has advised the committee
on numerous national security chal-
lenges, including cyberwarfare, coun-
terterrorism operations, the legal
boundaries of the conflict against al
Qaeda and its affiliates, sensitive intel-
ligence matters, and detainee oper-
ations worldwide. Jeh was integral to
our efforts to reform military commis-
sions—where those accused of planning
and executing 9/11 attacks will be pros-
ecuted. He has regularly testified be-
fore Congress and provided briefings on
the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell law and pol-
icy, efforts to combat sexual assault in
the military, changes to the combat
exclusion policy, the membership of
the Joint Chiefs, and the withdrawal of
U.S. troops from Iraq.

There has been no shortage of very
difficult and very controversial issues.
Jeh has always approached them intel-
ligently and professionally and served
this country, the President and Con-
gress well.

The one thing I always noticed about
Jeh is he liked coming over and talking
to Congress, which is not always the
case in the executive branch. He recog-
nized the importance of the relation-
ship between the legislative branch and
the executive branch. He has served
our country very well.

I wish him well in private practice
and thank him for his service.
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